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 FirstNet appears to assume that, in the design of radio access networks (“RANs”) for the PSBN, 
providing adequate coverage may properly include material reliance upon coverage provided 
by satellites.    The fact that FirstNet has made this assumption is validated by references to the 
use of satellite coverage for rural and or wilderness areas in presentations made by 
representatives of FirstNet and other FirstNet documentation. 

Those references to satellite coverage are not accompanied by any express reservations 
regarding the practical limitations upon satellite coverage generally and specific reservations 
that relate to the use of satellites in the context of the PSBN.  Neither do those references to 
satellite coverage include any recognition of related potential legal issues. 

The planned utilization of satellite service to supply PSBN coverage raises questions regarding 
whether reliance upon satellite coverage will: 

 Work for the applications intended to be used by public safety agencies in connection with 
the PSBN; 

 Undermine the nationwide interoperability envisioned by the Act;  

 Be affordable; and 

 As a matter of law, conflict with certain provisions of the Act relating to network 
architecture requirements, interoperability, and roaming agreements. 

RCC has prepared a white paper which addresses those questions. Download a copy the the 
paper here. 

About RCC Consultants 
For more than 30 years, RCC Consultants has helped public safety and private sector clients 
around the world solve their most challenging communications problems. From our start 
designing and deploying the first national commercial wireless mobile data network in the 
1980s, we have grown into a nationally recognized consulting firm, named Top Consultant by 
MissionCritical Communications. 

We specialize in interoperable radio, broadband & LTE, DAS & in-building systems, 
communications centers, Next Generation 9-1-1, towers & antenna sites and business & 
management consulting. Visit us on the web at http://www.rcc.com. 

http://www.rcc.com/resources/RCC-SatelliteandPSBN.pdf
https://d.docs.live.net/b3dcbc64292dfd25/Documents/002-Sales%20and%20Marketing/Broadband/Broadband%20Discussions/www.rcc.com

